
 

 

 

 

Incorporating Caterham Children’s Centre 

Issue 05 21st December 2016  

As we come to the end of our Autumn Term, I would like to wish you a very peaceful and happy Christmas.  Having 

worked hard all term, the children will be ready for a break and the opportunity to recharge their batteries (whilst 

wearing yours out no doubt!). We've had a busy and productive term with such a varied range of learning              

opportunities, which you will see below.  

Our Christmas performances are always very special events and I'm sure you'll agree that this year was no exception, 

thank you to all the parents, carers and extended family members who attended, productions and the VIP Tea.  

It is with great sadness that this week that we said goodbye to Mrs Nicholls, as she leaves us for pastures new. I 

know that she will be sorely missed. We welcome Mr Brazendale and Mrs El-Farzazi to the team in January. I know 

they will be great assets.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank ALL the staff, who have worked so hard this term, for their dedication,       

enthusiasm and support. Together we have successfully started the next page of the Marden Journey.  

We look forward to continuing our journey next term and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

See you in 2017! - Thank You for your continued support—Mrs Storey 

Who’s who at Marden Lodge? 

The school has over 40 members of staff, including those that work in the Children’s Centre.  

 The following key staff are those with whom parents may have some contact.  Each week we will feature              

different members of staff to enable you to meet the team! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Frith is the LSA in Squirrels 

Class, she previously worked as a 

Nursery Assistant in the Nursery. 

She loves to read stories and get 

messy in the outdoor area. 

She has two daughters who help 

keep her busy and enjoys a walk in 

the woods and family camping 

trips. 

Miss Saunders is Squirrels Class 
Teacher.  

She is also in charge of RE and 
MFL (modern foreign            

languages) across the school.  
She loves learning outside and 

playing in the mud kitchen with 
the children. Miss Saunders 

loves to travel to new countries 
and meet lots of different   

people. 

Mrs Perry has been at Marden 

Lodge for nearly 21 years and  

during that time she has worked in 

every year group. She now spend 

most of my time in KS2.  

She is a mum to two grown up 

children and has a new grand-

daughter. She absolutely loves 

reading and all things crafty!! 

Miss Bolton is one of our     

Reception teachers. She has 

taught in Year 1 and as a music 

specialist. She loves music, 

playing the flute and             

saxophone and is a keen     

cyclist.   

She is looking forward to 

getting musical at Marden. 



We have had a busy half term in the Foxes class      

exploring our theme of Bright Lights, Big City.  We 

learnt about the Great Fire of London that started in 

Mr Thomas Farriner’s bakery, and got to bake our 

own breadrolls - without starting The Great Fire of 

Marden Lodge!  We also learnt about the various 

landmarks in London and made our very own models 

of The London Eye. 

Towards the end of the term we practiced hard to sing 

our special song for the Christmas CD – listen out for 

Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer by the Fox Class! We 

have also been learning all our new songs for the    

Nativity and were very excited about our show on 

Monday and Tuesday this week.   

We hope that our Mums and Dads enjoyed it as much 

as we did.—Mrs Henshaw 

Attendance 

 

Class Attendance  

Hedeghogs—N 77% 

Rabbits—Y R 88% 

Squirrels—Y R 81% 

Foxes— Y 1 93% 

Owls— Y 2 96% 

Oak—Y 3 96% 

Pine—Y 4 98% 

Cedar—Y 5 93% 

Willow— Y 6  97% 

Reception 

This half term Reception has been 

researching “Why do squirrels hide 

their nuts?” We have been exploring the woodland, 

different animals and observing changes in the               

environment. To finish our topic we created a 

woodland café for the birds and animals living in 

our school woodland.  

We used coconut oil, seeds, cereal and      

blueberries to create balls of bird food and 

threaded honey dipped Cheerio’s on to pipe 

cleaners to make hanging feeders.  

We walked to the woodland together and observed 

what animals we could see and where 

would be best to create our café and got 

busy building! We have loved learning 

about the woodlands and the animals 

that live there!  

Miss Bolton and Miss Saunders 

Eco Committee 

 
This term at Marden Lodge we have introduced a 

new club called Eco club to help our environment. 

We have taken part in ‘switch off fortnight’ where 

we went around to all the parts of the school to see 

if energy was being wasted.  We placed stickers on 

electric items and light switches to help people  

remember to switch things off when they were not 

being used. This helps us to save energy – and    

money!! 

We have planned many things for our committee to 

do next term, such as clearing up litter, recycling 

more and helping our environment e.g. creating bird 

-houses to help the wildlife. 

Oliver Menendez- Campbell (Year 6) 

Jamie Hill (Year 6) 
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Dairy Dates 

Wed 4th Jan 

2017 
Term begins 

Tuesday 10th 

Jan 2017 
Open Session for Prospective Parents 9.30—11.00 

Sun 15th Jan 

2017 
Closing date for Reception 17 intake 

Week Beg 

23rd Jan 
Art Week 

Weds & Thurs 

25th & 26Th jan 
Arty Party in School 

Wednesday 

25th Jan 
Theatre / Drama Group Workshop Years 1 & 2 

Week Beg 

30th Jan 
English Learn with your child week 

Wednesday 1st 

Feb 
Parent English Information Session 3.15—4.00 

Friday 10th Feb Science Fair—PM 

Friday 10th Feb Break Up for Half Term 

Monday 20th Feb Back to School 

Wednesday 22nd 

Feb 
Parents Evening—3.30—6 pm 

Thursday 23rd Feb Parents Evening—5—7 pm 

School Dinners 

If for any reason you would like to change your 

child's current school lunch option (i.e. packed 

lunch to school dinners or vice versa) please  

notify the school office in writing.  A weeks notice 

is required. If your child is entitled to free school 

meals, the above procedure will still apply.  Once 

you have decided on your child’s lunch option, 

we ask that you keep to it unless you have      

notified the school office in writing.  Thank you 

for your co-operation. 

D. Stapleton 

Office Manager 

 Year 2 

We have had an                  

Incredibly busy half term in 

Year 2 and have had lots 

of fun! The half term     

started with our Messy 

Morning where we         

enjoyed a range of        

different mucky activities, including hand and 

feet painting,  playing with slime and marbling. 

Thank you again to the parents who joined us.  

Since then, we have participated in lots of         

different Science experiments and  investigations 

including making our own ice-cream, observing 

what happens to pizza dough when left in       

different temperatures and even made our own 

version of George’s Marvellous Medicine!  We 

then also ran an Art Exhibition where some of the 

children’s work was displayed and parents and 

families were able to create their own artwork 

together.  

To top it all off, the children have also worked 

incredibly hard to learn their lines and practice 

the songs for the Nativity performances.  

I am incredibly proud of all of the children and 

their efforts. Have a wonderful Christmas and a      

well-deserved break. Miss Turner  

 

Caterham Children's Centre have spaces on the next 
"EUREKA" class which is held every Tuesday from 10.00

-12.00. Never heard of EUREKA?  

It's a getting-ready-for-nursery & school class,          
facilitated in the Children's Centre and perfect for     
families who want to play an active part in their        

children's learning. If your child is already attending 
nursery, you are welcome to bring them along to     

EUREKA by prior agreement with school.  

Parents who have already attended say they have seen a 
huge jump in their child's social skills, for instance    

sharing and sitting to concentrate on learning            
opportunities.  

Our next theme is entitled "We're Going On A Bear 
Hunt" so you can expect lots of language and          

communication opportunities as well as some very     
adventurous outside play. Call us now to book your 

place on 01883 348641 or email:                                  
Linda.Smith@caterhamchildrenscentre.org.uk  
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Alchemy Island was the Year 5 topic 

this term.  

 

It is a magical island which has 4 kingdoms and in those        

kingdoms there are different places such as Mount Furnace, 

Dragon Vine Towers and the Ancient Citadel.                             

This topic allowed us to learn about the ancient science of   

turning common metals into gold and other metals and have 

had fun experimenting with weird materials. We have prac-

tised using co-ordinates to find where the Alchemist has trav-

elled and we then created our own board game using co-

ordinates. We have written stories about going through a 

magic portal to Alchemy Island and we have also written sto-

ries about the different parts of Alchemy Island.  

We have really enjoyed our topic this term…thanks to Mrs 

Nicholls! 

Contributions from: Erin, Hana, Leo, Harry, Aaron, Ben, 

Tuna, Drew, George, Anissa and Lily! 

Our topic has been ‘Frozen Kingdom’. We have learnt about the 

Artic and the Antarctic and we have found these places on a 

map.  

We have carried out research about the different animals that 

live in the Arctic and the Antarctic. We have learnt about food 

chains and webs and about how animals are dependent on 

each other. We have learnt about the polar explorer Robert 

Falcon Scott and his expedition to the Antarctic.  

We have also learnt about the ship Titanic and what happened 

on the night it sank. During our art lessons, we have looked at 

Inuit art and created our own versions. We have also created 

our own pastel drawings of the Northern Lights.   

In literacy, we have written diary entries from the 

perspectives of a polar explorer and a Ti-

tanic survivor and have worked on 

using figurative language.  

Mrs Bell  

 

 
The VIP Christmas Tea was a huge success 

with over 70 VIPs attending—Thank you to all 

that attended and to children who performed 

so beautifully.  

Each Year group made something for the 

event, including crackers, cakes and 

items for a party bag.  

This year our chosen house charities are: 
 NSPCC— Emerald House 

 RSPCA—Diamond House 
 Save the Children—Sapphire 

 Rays of Sunshine—Ruby 
 

Collections were held at the end of each Christmas 
performance as well as a raffle at the VIP     

Christmas Tea. Raffle prizes were donated by 
Morrisey Electrics.  

Altogether we have raised £495.00 with a total of 
£119.00 for each charity.  

Christmas Jumper Day organised by Sapphire 
House also raised £139.00 for ‘Save the children’.   

 

 

Starting School         

September 2017 

Closing date for Primary 

School places is Sunday 

15th January 2017.  

If you have or know 

someone who has a 

child due to start school 

in September, we have 

1 more open session on 

Tuesday 10th January 

9.30—11.00. 

Please come along. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1zarugoPRAhXEIFAKHQgWDZkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fspoc86%2Fcastle-ideas%2F&psig=AFQjCNGEO8zt1QF3aiGNxJ8ZQieIF6SKDQ&ust=1482331910583823


This half term Nursery have been enjoying our topic “Why do leaves go crispy?”  We have 

been on leaf hunts and kicked through really big piles of leaves which made a super 

crunching sound.  We then found lots of sticks which we used to make our own Stick Men 

after reading the story together.  We looked at the different lengths of our 

sticks and were able to compare them and say which is bigger and            

smaller.  Out in our garden area we tried to catch magic leaves as the wind 

blew them off of the trees.  This was lots of fun and was quite tricky to do as 

the leaves fell very fast. 

School council have been working hard 

to try and make Marden Lodge an 

even better place to learn. We began 

our meetings by discussing the        

different ways that we could improve 

the school and we decided that each 

member of the school council should have a special role making 

them responsible for maintaining the high standards the 

Marden Lodge has. 

P.E leaders- Oliver Menendez-Campbell and Henry Ogunyemi. 

E-safety members- Alex Frith and Erin Kennedy. 

Book Presentation Leaders- Ellie Nash and Aaliyah Wright. 

School Display Monitors- Rhys Cleevely, Daisy Terry-Santos and 

Samuel Bradley. 

KS1 behaviour monitors- Beatrice Ogbodum and Ciara Wilson. 

School Council have also been discussing the many ways in 

which we can raise money for our school. Stay tuned for more 

information on the ‘2017 Marden Mile’, Marden Lodge        

Clean-Up day and many more exciting fundraising activities. 

Year 3 

          It has been a busy term in Year 3 so far this year. We have been practising writing a wide range of text 

types including informative news reports, rhythmic raps and colourful comic creations. During our Heroes and 

Villains topic, we learnt about some famous historical heroes such as Amelia Earhart, William Wilberforce and 

Martin Luther King and created some amazing digital presentations to teach our fellow classmates what we have learnt.  

We have been keeping busy in maths by learning how to use money and calculate time in real-life scenarios. We have been 

learning the ancient art of dodgeball in P.E and as a result have been developing our throwing power and accuracy.  

Mr Dutchman 

It has been a great start of the football season for 
Marden Lodge. George. C, Ben, Charlie, Aaron, Ollie, 
Oliver, Tuna, Leo, Andre, Archie, Godwin, Louie, Jamie 
have all participated in the football team. We have had 

a few games and this is the score sheet. 

George: 4 goals 

Ollie: 2 goals 

Aaron: 1 goal 

Charlie: 1 goal 

Our best games were against St. Johns where we won 
5:4 and against St. Francis were we lost 4:2 but it was 

very fun. 

Hopefully next time we will win all our games. 

Huge congratulations to our football team and coach, 
Mr Cole, for working so hard in training and in    

matches. 

This half term in Breakfast and After School 
club we have been getting into the festive 
spirit with lots of messy play and making 
yummy treats.  

We had a Christmas party with plenty of 
treats and games. We are looking forward 
to the new year with some 

changes and lots 
more   activities 
to tie in with the 
school themes.  
Becky Crozier 

Year 4 

This half term Year 4 have been marvellous musicians!  

We have immersed ourselves in the world of music, learning about, 
experiencing and experimenting with, all different     

genres of music.  

Our topic concluded with the children writing their own 
versions of ‘Santa is coming to town’. 
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