
 

 

 

 

Incorporating Caterham Children’s Centre 

Issue 07 31st March 2017  

Dear Parents and Carer’s, 

As we draw to the end of the Spring Term, I am pleased at how much we have 

achieved. We welcomed 2 new teachers to the team, Mr Brazendale and Mrs El 

Farzazi who have already made a huge impact on their respective classes and 

across the school.  

’Growth Mindset’ and well being have been a focus and we 

have already seen an improvement in 

the children’s attitude. Staff and      

children participated in a wellness 

week ensuring we were all mindful and 

relaxed! 

The have been involved the GLF Science Fair, Year 5 trip 

to de Stafford to see Annie, Year 2 concert with         

Whyteleafe and pancakes races.  

We had visits from Elsa, and a farm, as well as participating in sporting events 

such as Cross Country and Football.  We supported local and national charities, 

including Purple for Polio and Comic Relief.  

Culminating in Marden’s Easter Eggstravaganza!! The children 

had the opportunity to take part in Egg Rolling races and an 

Egg decorating competition. All of which we very                   

eggstraordinarly, eggciting!  For winners please see the school 

website. 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for your continued support—

Mrs Storey 

 



 

 

 

On Wednesday 1st March, 15 students attended 
the GLF Science Fair with Miss Turner and Mrs 
Perry. The children had already presented their 

work in our Marden Lodge Science Fair before half 
term but were then invited to present their work 
to other schools at the University of Surrey. The 

day was enjoyed by all staff and children and was 
very informative. The children were given           

opportunities to get involved in a variety of    
different investigations and experiments, as well 
as looking at the projects completed by children 

from different schools.  

When speaking to the children after the day here is what they had to say: 

‘I found the day really interesting and I really enjoyed. I am really upset that I won’t be able to take 
part again next year!’ 

(Jamie Year 6) 

‘It was really fun because we got to do lots of different experiments. My favourite one was clean-
ing and filtering water. I also enjoyed looking at the projects from different schools.’ 

(George C Year 5) 

‘ My favourite part was trying to make a complete circuit by using different vegetables, I didn’t 
know you could do that! I also found the key note speaker really interesting and inspiring. I also 

was very impressed with the universities Science Lab that I spotted!’  

(Aaliyah Year 4) 

‘I liked all the engineering experiments. It has definitely made me feel more confident and excited 
about Science and has made me want to go to university.’  

(Daisy Year 4) 

‘I loved doing the Science Fair and had the best day ever. I can’t wait to do it again next year        
hopefully!’ 

(Stephen Year 2) 

‘I liked seeing all the projects from the different schools. I also real-
ly like to UV experiment with the beads. I had lots of fun and really 

enjoyed it.’  

(Ciara Year 1) 

Thank you to all those who participated and for your hard work 
and efforts. You were fantastic role models and ambassadors for 

the school and were so well behaved. I think it’s clear to see that a 
great time was had by all!  

 

Miss Turner 



Diary Dates 

Tues 
18th April 

Back to School 

Tues 
18th April 

Year 4 to Whyteleafe E-Safety  
Workshop — details to follow  

      

Tues 
18th April 

Year 2 Sports Session—
Launch of new topic 

Wed 19th 
April 

Year 3 trip to Croydon 

Weds 
20th April 

Bags to School 

Fri 21st 

April 

Easter Bunny Day—donations 
to RSPCA 

Month of 

May 
KS1 SATs  Month 

Tues 2nd 

May 
Full Governors Meeting 

Wk Beg 

9th May 
Year 6—KS2 SATs Week 

Mon 5th 

June 
INSET 

Tues 6th 

June 
Back to School 

Wk Beg 

12th June 

Year 1—Phonics Screening 
Week 

Wk Beg 

12th June 
Book Fair 

Fri 16th 

June 
Fathers Day Lunch 

Fri 16th 

June 
Year 6 Residential 

Fri 30th 

June 
INSET 

Year 2 ‘Scented Garden’ 

We have had an incredibly busy half term and have enjoyed our ‘Scented Garden’ topic. We    
started the term off by looking at different flowers and plants, exploring their parts and their uses. 
Over the past few weeks we have observed how plants grow from seeds; including cress, spinach 
and beans. We have explored what plants need to survive and what happens when they are not 

given these main elements.  

Last week we also attended our annual Music Festival with Whyteleafe School where we           
performed songs to accompany the story of ‘The Magic Hummingbird’. I was really impressed with 

the confidence and enthusiasm shown by our children and they should be very proud of their 
efforts.  

Finally, I have been so pleased with the children’s resilience this term whilst we have been        
preparing and completing lots of quizzes. Our whole school focus on developing our Growth  

Mindset has been evident and the children have really risen to the challenges they have faced.  

We are very much looking forward to our final term and to the new, exciting topics that we will be 
covering. Have a lovely, restful break and we shall see you after the holidays! 

Year 5 took a walk up to de Stafford school last week to watch the first half 

of their amazing musical production of ‘Annie.’ Cedar class were blown away 
by the incredible acting talents of the    pupils, and the amazing music         

performed by the talented school band.  
It gave us lots of inspiration for our end of year production 

at Marden Lodge…! 

This term in Year 3, we have been exploring the wonderful world 

of food in our ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ topic.  

We began our journey by going on a virtual tour of a supermarket; 

learning all of the tricks and trades of the supermarket (including 

those cheeky impulse buys).  

Our tour taught us all about the different food groups and what is 

good for us. We learnt about the famous Scottish physician James 

Lind, and how he discovered that our parents are right when they tell 

us to eat our fruits because they are loaded with Vitamin C! 

In Maths, we have been tackling the fractions head on and learning 

how to draw them on number lines with their equivalents. We      

investigated perimeter and symmetry of 2D shapes and began l   

earning the foundations for how to build 3D models. We got to   

measure weight and volume during our recipe creation task; making 

delicious and healthy smoothies. 

In P.E we have begun training for the athletics competition in the 

summer term and we have been building our physical endurance 

with our daily Marden Mile. 

In Art, we learnt about the fundamentals of what makes a good 

sketch and got to sketch and paint some wacky, nonsense fruits. We 

continued to learn how to debug algorithms in Computing and are 

excited to create our own websites next term. 



Attendance—Year to Date 

 

Class Attendance  

Hedeghogs—N 86% 

Rabbits—Y R 93% 

Squirrels—Y R 95% 
Foxes— Y 1 94% 

Owls— Y 2 95% 

Oak—Y 3 96% 

Pine—Y 4 95% 

Cedar—Y 5 95% 

Willow— Y 6  95% 

        This half term our topic, 'The Blue Abyss' has taken us on a journey across the vast oceans and seas of our plan-

et. We have learnt about the different layers of the ocean, namely the sunlight zone, twilight zone, midnight zone, 

abyss and trenches. We looked closely at the characteristics and inhabitants of each layer. We researched and investi-

gated the devastating changes happening to the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Our research inspired us to write a 

persuasive text with the aim to educate our peers on the importance, and urgency, of conservation work to protect 

what is left of one of our planet's greatest natural wonders. 

Finally we have investigated the effect of weight and pressure underwater by creating our own model submarines that 

can withstand great pressure and travel to the deepest, darkest places on Earth. 

          

Reception Spring 2  

This half term our topic has 

been “Why do cows drink 

milk”, we have loved      

exploring farms, animals, 

planting and farm based stories. Our favourite 

things this half term have been milking cow  

udders, building farms, 

planting and growing grass 

and meeting the chickens!  

 

“I know so much about 

farms now, I am going to be a farmer when I 

grow up” – Jacob Scammell  

Next half term our topic is “Why do ladybirds 

have spots”.  We are looking forward to getting 

messy! Searching for mini beasts, building bug 

hotels and designing our own new mini beast 

species!  

 

 

 

      'I'd like to be 

       Under the sea 
 

           In an octopus's garden 
 

         In the shade’ 
 

         Ringo Starr 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPervbb8tMgCFctAFAodpD4I8g&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cantell.co.uk%2Fnonuniform-for-year-8-on-friday%2F21491.html&psig=AFQjCNGhF5YGAGTGidfcx8CRQdF6AasCOQ&ust=14


This year, we are excited to have begun working towards earning our ‘Bronze 
Healthy Schools’ award. 

 

Being a Healthy School will help us continue to improve the wellbeing of our school 
community. This in turn will support continued school improvements, the attainment, 
achievement and aspirations of our wonderful children. Children tell us that they feel 

healthier, happier and safer in school when wellbeing is a key part of the school ethos and environment, this 
is a fundamental element of a Healthy School. 

We know that a healthy body and healthy mind is essential to learning. School meals are a great choice for 
your child, but if you choose to make a packed lunch for them instead here are some tips for preparing a 
healthy lunchbox. 

A healthier lunchbox should: 

 be based on starchy carbohydrates (bread, potatoes, rice, pasta)  

 include fresh fruit and vegetables/salad  

 include a source of protein such as beans and pulses, eggs, fish, meat, cheese (or dairy alternative)  

 include a side dish such as a low-fat and lower-sugar yoghurt (or dairy 
alternative), tea cake, fruit bread, plain rice/corn cakes, homemade plain 
popcorn, sugar-free jelly  

 include a drink such as water, skimmed or semi-skimmed milk, sugar-
free or no-added-sugar drinks  

Other excellent ideas and advice can be found on the Change4Life website: 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/healthier-lunchboxes  

Year 6 

Our topic has been ‘Blood Heart’ this term. We have learnt 

about the heart and the circulatory system. We have worked 

hard to write an explanation about how the heart works which 

was quite challenging.  

We have learnt about what is in blood and  identified that 

there are different blood types. As a result, we have learnt a lot 

of new scientific vocabulary.  

In English, we have been      

reading a book called ‘Pig Heart 

Boy’ and we have used this 

book to help us write           

newspaper reports, diary       

entries, discussion texts and 

character descriptions.  

In maths, we have been       

practising our calculating skills 

and applying these skills to   

reasoning and problem solving 

questions.    

Nursery 

This half term Hedgehogs and Hoglets have 

been looking at Spring time and the changes 

we have observed around us.  We went on a 

Spring walk around school looking for       

flowers, leaves and listening for birds. 

We have also explored the properties of           

chocolate.  We found out that when we held 

a chocolate button in our hands it melted and 

we all got very sticky!  We then melted some 

chocolate in the microwave and made rice 

crispie cakes talking about how we could not 

reverse the process. 

Mrs Johnston brought us in some  frogspawn 

to observe.  We watched as the tadpoles 

emerged and started to swim around the 

tank then as they   started to grow bigger. 

This Wednesday we enjoyed our Early Years 

Easter Day.  We made different Easter crafts 

and showed our parents around the Nursery 

and Early Years Woodland.  Many thanks to 

all parents who 

attended       

everyone had a 

lovely time. 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Goodfood/Pages/starchy-foods.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Goodfood/Pages/pulses.aspx
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/healthier-lunchboxes


BAGS 2 SCHOOL  

Blue bags from Bags 2 School were sent home with the      

children yesterday.  We would very much like to collect as 

many bags as possible as all bags are weighed and the     

company pay the school by the total weight  

collected—the more we collect the bigger   

benefit for our school—a good reason to have a 

clear-out    during the Easter break! 

Letters sent home this week: 

 E-Safety Trip to Whyteleafe School 

 Year 2 Sporty Extravaganza  

 Year 3 Trip to Croydon 

Please check your emails regularly for  important           

letters that have been sent out.  We will be sending all 

letters via Parentmail after Easter.  Paper copies will 

be available from the School Office. 

End of School Day 

The school day ends at 3.10 pm.  

Please can parents and carers pick up promptly.  

We regularly have a number of children picked up 
late.  

We have been very lucky to gain  
sponsorship from Morrissey       
Electrical for our Year 5/6    

football team.  

They purchased a new numbered 
kit for the team that the boys 

were very proud and excited to 
wear for their last 2 games. 

Year One 
started off the 
new half term 
with a BANG!  

We have been learning all 
about   superheroes and on 

our first day back we all 
dressed up like our              

favourite superheroes.  
 

We have since designed our 
own   superhero costumes 

and masks, learnt about      
real-life heroes and what 

they have done and do for 
us.  

 
We have made jam          

sandwiches in English as part 
of our instructions writing 
and we’ve wrote our own     

superhero stories as well as 
learning all about place     

value in Maths.  
 

We’ve had great fun with 
this topic and we’re looking 

forward to starting 
‘Enchanted Woodland’ after 

the Easter Holidays. 


