
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Aiming High, Working Hard, Learning Together. 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

  Successful Learning 

If children develop good habits from reception age, they will learn far better, as is proven by 
research data. 

Over the course of this year, we will be looking at what makes a successful learner and how to 
help children to achieve the very best that they can. On Monday we introduced the concept of 
school being a learning bus and explained that there were some very easy ways to get on board, 
so that we can ‘all learn together!’ 

Our first stop looked at the importance of being prepared for school and being prompt to ensure 
that you allowed enough time to catch the bus! This links with attending school regularly and 
being punctual, both important features of a successful learner. 

As parents, you should be aware that the government has issued new legislation which came into 
effect in September and the school is currently reviewing its attendance policy to ensure that it 
meets the new regulations.  

The law now states that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless 
there are exceptional circumstances and the Headteacher is required to determine the number of 
school days a child can be away from school, if leave is granted.  

Where a child is taken out of school for 5 days or more, and the ‘leave of absence’ is without the 
authority of the head teacher, each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who is 
absent. In these circumstances, a warning will not be given where it can be shown that parents had 
previously been warned that such absences would not be authorised and that they will be liable to 
receive a Penalty Notice if the leave of absence is taken. 

The issue of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where attendance has fallen below 

85% and there have been 10 or more unauthorised sessions during the preceding 6 school 

weeks.  

The new policy will come into effect immediately after the half term break. 

The table below gives an indication on the effect of absence on a child’s education, over time, 
and may come as a surprise to many of you. In saying that, I appreciate that the vast majority of 
parents share the school’s view on the importance of both regular attendance and punctuality 
and we thank you for your continued support. 
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Attendance 
during one 
school year 

Equates to days 
absence 

Which is 
learning time 
lost in a year 

Which equates to 
approximate learning time 
lost over child’s education 

94% 10 days 2 weeks 24 weeks or 2/3 of a year 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 48 weeks or 1 .25 years 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 72 weeks or 2 years 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 96 weeks  or 2 .5 years 

75% 48 days 10 weeks 120 weeks or 3 years 

70% 57 days 12 weeks 144 weeks or 3.75 years 

65% 67 days 14 weeks 168 weeks or 4 .3 years 

 

 

School Fund 

 

Historically, the school fund exists to provide additional materials and opportunities to enhance 
the learning experiences of children and is used to provide items over and above those provided 
for through the school’s delegated budget. Miss Jarman and I share the view that state education 
should be free and, subsequently, there will be no request for contributions this year. 

All we ask is that you support the Friends of Marden in their sterling work throughout the year, 
and attend as many of activities and events that they organise for the enjoyment of all in our 
community as you can. 

 

Earn a Book Scheme  

 

‘The most important skill any child can leave primary school with is the ability to read 
independently and effectively for meaning.’ 

At Marden Lodge, we actively encourage reading for pleasure both at home and school and 
believe that, in school, this is a core part of every child’s educational entitlement, whatever 
their background or attainment. Our belief stems from evidence which shows that extensive 
reading and exposure to a wide range of texts makes a huge contribution to overall academic 
achievement. The part that home also plays in this process cannot be underestimated.  

In fact, research has repeatedly shown that the one of the most important factors is the extent to 
which families create a home environment that encourages learning, communicates high, yet 
reasonable expectations for achievement and future careers, and where parents become actively 
involved in their children’s education. 

The ‘earn a book’ scheme aims to strengthen the partnership between school and yourselves. In 
return for your child reading each evening for half a term and producing a signed and dated 
reading record book as evidence, they will receive a book from the school. We have purchased a 
large selection of books in readiness and have something to suit all tastes and age groups. 

Your support is greatly appreciated. 



 

 Pencil Cases 

All of the equipment that children need in school is provided for them. We would be grateful, 
therefore, if children refrain from bringing pencil cases into school. Currently, this is causing 
problems in a number of classes with items getting lost or going missing and we do not have the 
space in classrooms to store them safely. 

 Goodbye and Good Luck 

I am sure that you will join us in saying goodbye and thank you to Mrs Woosnam, who has been 
with the Marden Lodge for over 20 years in one form or another. We are grateful for her hard 
work and wish her all the very best for the future. I am happy to say that we will still see her 
around the school in the capacity of a volunteer, reading with the children and creating displays. 

 

It’s another gold! 

Matthew Sterling from Kingfishers class is our latest Mathletics star, receiving his 
gold certificate today. Well done Matthew and keep up the great learning! 

 

Successful learners: Lily Edwards, Jalen Higson, Patrick Draper, Ella Hylands 
     Bryn Petch 

 

 

Student of the week: Ailis Orange-Belcher, Sinead Colhoun, Rocio Giaconi-Barrionuevo, 
                                  Archie Clark, Roanna Sword    

 

 

Well done to Pegasus, this week’s winning house with 69 points. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Stephanie Scutter 
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Mrs Woosnam found this beautiful poem for Miss Jarman to read in assembly today.  

As a fond farewell to the children, parents and staff she wants everyone to share its message: 

 

Let No One Steal Your Dreams 

 

Let no one steal your dreams 

Let no one tear apart 

The burning of ambition 

That fires the drive inside your heart. 

 

Let no one steal your dreams 

Let no one tell you that you can’t 

Let no one hold you back 

Let no one tell you that you won’t. 

 

Set your sights and keep them fixed 

Set your sights on high 

Let no one steal your dreams 

Your only limit is the sky. 

 

Let no one steal your dreams 

Follow your heart 

Follow your soul 

For only when you follow them 

Will you feel truly whole. 

 

Set your sights and keep them fixed 

Set your sights on high 

Let no one steal your dreams 

Your only limit is the sky. 

 

By Paul Cookson 

 


